Dyslexia

Do:

Set small standards for improvement, one at a time.

Give individual attention and encourage pupil to ask when stuck.

Check understanding of work given and that homework is written down properly.

Give new information more than once.

Give more practice than would be normal.

Relate concepts to past experience.

Check that level of material to be read is appropriate.

Read material out to the pupil if necessary.

Grade work according to the pupil’s own progress, on content not spelling errors.

Include positive comments in marking.

Test understanding orally.

Help the pupil to take brief notes by underlining or pointing out keywords.

Put important words on the blackboard clearly.

Praise and encourage where possible.

Find something the pupil is good at and build on it.

Help to pronounce words properly.

Let the pupil work with the textbook open.

Provide summaries before lesson so pupil can pre-read.

Don’t:

Introduce time pressures – they’re not helpful.

Ask the pupil to read in public.

Ridicule or continuously point out errors.

Give lists of spellings to learn – two or three is ok.

Circle all spelling mistakes.  The child already knows that spelling is an issue.

Make the pupil rewrite work as handwriting will be generally poor.

Force the pupil to copy from the board.

Be aware:

Greater concentration is required so the pupil might tire more quickly.

They may read a passage correctly but not understand the meaning.

Interpretation of all different types of symbols is difficult.

Performance will be inconsistent.

Words may be omitted or written twice.

The pupil may not be able to listen and write at the same time.

When the pupil looks away from a book / board, they may have difficulty finding their place again.

The pupil will probably be slower to work and is always feeling time pressure.

Changes that you make for a dyslexic student can help the whole class. 

Dyslexic students achieve excellent results at all levels with proper guidance.

