
“grids DON’T
produce BORING layouts,  

designers 
do!

“



A grid system helps the
designer to bring visual order
to a layout by creating a
framework for images, text
fields, headings and any other
elements to come together as
a coherent whole.

 



Anatomy of the page

1 Bleed The area where image overlaps the page trim, known as full bleed.

2 Module An individual unit of space within the grid. Any number of modules
can be combined to create fields.

3 Page trim The size of the document when cut to final size.

4 Gutters Negative, non printing areas between columns of text.

5 Column Vertical areas of type. The width and number of columns is
variable.

6 Field An area of any amount of modules occupied by either type or image.

7 Horizontal guide Used to guide the eye across the page.

8 Margins Non printing areas of white space between the page trim and the
content of the page. Margin sizes are variable.

9 Folio and Headings Used for areas of type which appear in the same
place throughout.

There are endless possibilities for a creative
layout within a structured grid system.
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Common grid structures

Modular grid These are used when the designer has a complex project to design.
Because of the size and number of the modules possible the designer has complete
control over the page and can use any combination of modules to create text or
image fields of varying shape and size.

Column grid The benefits of a column grid is that it can accommodate running
areas of text as well as smaller areas of non continuous text. This grid is very
versatile as the number and width of columns is variable enabling the designer to
create a system that can accommodate complex information.

Manuscript grid This is the simplest type of grid, designed for large continuous
areas of text, like a book. The three main areas to consider are the margin, the text
box and the positions of the folios and headers. This grid is influenced by traditional
manuscript writing.

Remember! The designer has complete control
over the grid to do as they please. Interesting
layouts can be achieved using type variation,
colour, point size, leading and design elements.

A grid system helps the designer to bring
visual order to a layout by creating a
framework for images, text fields,
headings and any other elements to
come together as a coherent whole.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit
amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit. Sed id
nulla. Aliquam erat
volutpat. Nam vel orci.
Suspendisse potenti.
Nulla ut nisi. Lorem
ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. Etiam euismod nulla ac
nunc. Phasellus nec est eu erat scelerisque bibendum. Maecenas non odio.
Donec luctus malesuada orci. Proin vehicula velit ut odio. Curabitur a risus ut
nibh consectetuer faucibus. Pellentesque placerat libero vitae urna. Etiam
tempor felis quis metus.

There are
endless
possibilities for
a creative
layout within a
structured grid
system

Modular grid A very flexible structure allowing the designer complete 
control of size, shape and positioning of elements.

 



Lorem ipsum dolor sit

amet, consectetuer

adipiscing elit. Sed id

nulla. Aliquam erat

volutpat. Nam vel orci.

Suspendisse potenti.

Nulla ut nisi. Lorem ipsum

dolor sit amet, 

Lorem ipsum dolor
sit amet,
consectetuer
adipiscing elit. Sed
id nulla. Aliquam
erat volutpat. Nam
vel orci.
Suspendisse
potenti. Nulla ut nisi.
Lorem ipsum dolor

Lorem ipsum dolor
sit amet,
consectetuer
adipiscing elit. Sed
id nulla. Aliquam
erat volutpat. Nam
vel orci.
Suspendisse
potenti. Nulla ut nisi.
Lorem ipsum dolor
sit amet,
consectetuer
adipiscing elit. Etiam
euismod nulla ac
nunc. Phasellus nec
est eu erat
scelerisque
bibendum.
Maecenas non odio.
Donec luctus
malesuada orci.
Proin vehicula velit
ut odio. Curabitur a
risus ut nibh
consectetuer
faucibus.
Pellentesque
placerat libero vitae
urna. Etiam tempor
felis quis metus.

There are
endless

possibilities
for a creative
layout within
a structured
grid system

There are endless possibilities
for a creative layout within a
structured grid system

A grid system helps the
designer to bring visual
order to a layout by
creating a framework for
images, text fields,
headings and any other
elements to come together
as a coherent whole.

Lorem ipsum dolor
sit amet,
consectetuer
adipiscing elit. Sed
id nulla. Aliquam
erat volutpat. Nam
vel orci.
Suspendisse
potenti. Nulla ut nisi.
Lorem ipsum dolor

Lorem ipsum dolor
sit amet,
consectetuer
adipiscing elit. Sed
id nulla. Aliquam
erat volutpat. Nam
vel orci.
Suspendisse
potenti. Nulla ut nisi.
Lorem ipsum dolor

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit. Sed id nulla. Aliquam erat
volutpat. Nam vel orci. Suspendisse potenti.
Nulla ut nisi. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,
consectetuer adipiscing elit. Etiam euismod
nulla ac nunc. Phasellus nec est eu erat
scelerisque bibendum. Maecenas non odio.
Donec luctus malesuada orci. Proin vehicula
velit ut odio. Curabitur a risus ut nibh
consectetuer faucibus. Pellentesque placerat
libero vitae urna. Etiam tempor felis quis
metus.

Column grid Three column grid and two column grid. The number of
columns and the width of the columns is variable.
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit.
Nunc gravida dolor ut purus. Nullam augue. Pellentesque
commodo elit quis velit. Curabitur felis augue, sollicitudin
ut, laoreet nec, aliquet vitae, diam. Vivamus ligula purus,
posuere vel, mollis at, cursus et, quam. Morbi
pellentesque. Nulla et odio vitae quam dictum egestas.
Curabitur ut felis. Nullam aliquam. Cras arcu lacus, tempor
pretium, vestibulum sed, scelerisque a, tellus. Aliquam
pulvinar faucibus orci. Quisque nisi mauris, semper at,
sagittis sed, sagittis ut, velit. Morbi quis ante eu tellus
porttitor ornare. 

Ut eget leo ac urna egestas fringilla. Aliquam luctus dictum
mi. Donec ligula. Sed malesuada enim vel tellus. Morbi at
est quis lacus blandit interdum. Cum sociis natoque
penatibus et magnis dis parturient montes, nascetur
ridiculus mus. Curabitur non ipsum. Sed vehicula. Proin
augue tellus, iaculis ut, dapibus sit amet, vehicula et,
mauris. Sed vitae leo non neque pellentesque consequat.
Fusce molestie vulputate enim. Proin id mi. Vivamus rutrum
ornare magna. Proin fringilla. Nunc quis massa. Aenean
nulla velit, adipiscing in, rutrum vel, viverra sed, neque.
Donec convallis fringilla ipsum. Etiam ut purus. Etiam vitae
nunc a ligula aliquet tincidunt. Integer iaculis purus in urna. 

Placerat. Phasellus velit. In consequat erat. Nunc dapibus,
lectus varius tincidunt ullamcorper, risus massa molestie
tortor, ut commodo neque enim quis dui. Cras sed erat.
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Manuscript grid Good for large amounts of text, such as novels and
lengthy books. The size and position of the text area is variable.
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Placerat. Phasellus
velit. In consequat
erat. Nunc dapibus,
lectus varius
tincidunt
ullamcorper, risus
massa molestie
tortor, ut commodo
neque enim quis
dui. Cras sed erat. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit

amet, consectetuer

adipiscing elit. Sed id

nulla. Aliquam erat

volutpat. Nam vel orci.

Suspendisse potenti.

Nulla ut nisi. Lorem

ipsum dolor sit amet, 

3

Hierarchy of text
aids the reader
to navigate
through a
document with
ease, and helps
them to make a
differentiation
between
elements of
importance.
1 Headline or display type.
2 Sub Heading or secondary information.
3 Body copy.

1
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Ut eget leo ac urna egestas fringilla. Aliquam luctus dictum mi. Donec

ligula. Sed malesuada enim vel tellus. Morbi at est quis lacus blandit

interdum. Cum sociis natoque penatibus et magnis dis parturient

montes, nascetur ridiculus mus. Curabitur non ipsum. Sed vehicula.

Proin augue tellus, iaculis ut, dapibus sit amet, vehicula et, mauris.

Sed vitae leo non neque pellentesque consequat. Fusce molestie

vulputate enim. Proin id mi. Vivamus rutrum ornare magna. Proin

fringilla. Nunc quis massa. Aenean nulla velit, adipiscing in, rutrum vel,

viverra sed, neque. Donec convallis fringilla ipsum. Etiam ut purus.

Etiam vitae nunc a ligula aliquet tincidunt. Integer iaculis purus in urna.

Placerat. Phasellus
velit. In consequat
erat. Nunc dapibus,
lectus varius
tincidunt
ullamcorper, risus
massa molestie
tortor, ut commodo
neque enim quis
dui. Cras sed erat. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit. Sed id nulla. Aliquam erat volutpat.
Nam vel orci. Suspendisse potenti. Nulla ut nisi.
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit. Etiam euismod nulla bibendum. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit. Sed id nulla. Aliquam erat volutpat.
Nam vel orci. Suspendisse potenti. Nulla ut nisi.
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit. Etiam euismod nulla ac nunc.
Phasellus nec est eu erat scelerisque bibendum. 
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. Sed id

nulla. Aliquam erat volutpat. Nam vel orci. Suspendisse potenti.

Nulla ut nisi. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing

elit. Etiam euismod nulla ac nunc. Phasellus nec est eu erat

scelerisque bibendum. Maecenas non odio. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. Sed id

nulla. Aliquam erat volutpat. Nam vel orci. Suspendisse potenti.

Nulla ut nisi. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing

elit. Etiam euismod nulla ac nunc. Phasellus nec est eu erat

scelerisque bibendum. Maecenas non odio. 

There are endless
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,

consectetuer adipiscing elit.

Sed id nulla. Aliquam erat

volutpat. Nam vel orci.

Suspendisse potenti. Nulla

ut nisi. Lorem ipsum dolor

sit amet, consectetuer

adipiscing elit. Etiam

euismod nulla bibendum. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,

consectetuer adipiscing elit.

Sed id nulla. Aliquam erat

volutpat. Nam vel orci.

Suspendisse potenti. Nulla

ut nisi. Lorem ipsum dolor

sit amet, consectetuer

adipiscing elit. Etiam

euismod nulla ac nunc.

Phasellus nec est eu erat

scelerisque bibendum. 

A grid system
helps the
designer to bring
visual order to a
layout by creating
a framework 

Remember to think creatively within the grid structure you have implemented. Use the structure as
an underlying guide to organize the different elements. Remember, Grids don't produce boring
layouts, designers do!


