Health and Social Care

FACTORS THAT AFFECT GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT

1. After reading the case study, complete the diagram below to show the factors that have affected Vera’s growth and development.

	Physical


	Economic



	Social and Emotional


	Environmental




2. Using the textbook and your own knowledge, write in any other factors to the diagram that you can think of.

VERA BISSETS LIFE STORY

Infancy:

Vera was born in 1924. Her family lived in a terraced house and were working class. Her father worked in a steel works, and mother stayed at home looking after Vera and her sisters.  Vera and her three sisters shared a room.  Vera and her sisters used to play on the street, as they didn’t have a garden at home.  Vera’s parents always made sure she was clean and well fed but all Vera clothes were passed down from her sisters.

Childhood

When Vera was 5, she went to school. The teacher didn’t seem to like her, and always made Vera stand in a corner. When Vera did poorly at school, her Mum and Dad used to hit her. They said she had let them down.

When Vera was 8, the family moved to a new town when her father was promoted. However, just as things were going well, her father died in an accident at work. Vera and her family became very short of money. They had to sell the house, and move in with Vera’s Grandma.  Vera’s mother got 2 jobs to support her children- All Vera remembers is that her mother was very tired and hardly saw her children.  Vera’s sisters were younger, and her Gran gave them all the attention- Vera felt very left out and jealous.

Adolescence

Vera made lots of friends in school. She enjoyed going to sporting activities with them after school. However, she became ill when she was 15, and had to have some time off school. She lost weight due to her illness, as she wasn’t eating enough food. 

Adulthood

In 1943, Vera was 19 and worked in a factory that built aircraft for the war. She met an army corporal and fell in love. When she received a letter saying he had died, she was 4 months pregnant.  She gave birth to William, who had brown hair and brown eyes just like Vera. Most of Vera’s friends and neighbours didn’t want anything to do with her after William was born, so Vera moved town, and later married Alan. They had a little girl together and moved away. They never told William that Alan was not his father. They were very happily married.  Alan retired early, as they had plenty of money and they planned to travel together.

Later adulthood

The lowest point in Vera’s life was when Alan died. William came back from Australia, where he was living at this point, and discovered that Alan was not his father.  There was a tremendous row and William returned to Australia. Vera has not seen him since. She has taken to comfort eating, and rarely leaves the house. The house is getting dirty, and smelly, and Vera’s neighbour thinks she saw a rat outside the back door. Vera’s neighbour has tried knocking on the door, but there has been no answer.




Finding out about Vera Bisett

1. What life stage is Vera in at this time?

2. Complete the table below, describing the PIES developments that take place during the life stage that she is in.

	Physical Developments
	Intellectual Developments
	Emotional Developments
	Social Developments

	
	
	
	


3. Using highlighter or a coloured pen, show the positives and negatives in your table- write a key to help if you like.

If Vera lives for another 6 years, write 2 versions of the rest of her life story.  

-One in which negative developments feature the most

-One in which positive developments feature the most

BE CREATIVE!!!! AS EXTREME AS YOU LIKE!!

Swap your case study with person next to you or in front of you-  That person will need to answer the following questions about your case study.

1- Identify 2 positive and 2 negative life events in the case study

2- Choose 1 positive and 1 negative and say how they would affect the persons development (refer to PIES)

