Cerebral Palsy and Spina Bifida Test

1. Fatima is 13 years old and has cerebral palsy. Her speech is slow and slurred. She works hard at school, but writes very slowly and often fails to complete tests or to keep up when the teacher dictates notes.

Some of the children in her class make fun of the way she talks by mimicking her. Fatima tries not to let this upset her. She comments, “I have a physical disability, but they have a social disability.”

To avoid embarrassing Fatima, her English teacher does not ask her any questions in class. Her Science teacher asks all the children at least one question each lesson.

(a) From the description above, identify two examples of discrimination on the basis of disability.

(2 marks)

(b) Make two suggestions for improving Fatima’s ability to cope with school work. Your suggestions should not create other disadvantages for Fatima or her classmates. 

(2 marks)

(c) Apart from the effects on speech and writing, give two other symptoms which often occur with cerebral palsy.

(2 marks)

(d) Describe one common cause of cerebral palsy and explain how this cause leads to one of the symptoms of the condition.

(4 marks)
2. 

(a) Name two different screening tests which can be carried out during pregnancy to test for disability conditions in an unborn baby. In each case outline how the test is carried out and give one disability condition which can be detected by the test.

(6 marks)

(b) Mark is 5 years old. He was born with a section of his spinal cord protruding from his back.

(i) Name one condition which has the symptoms described above.

          (1 mark)

(ii) Suggest two possible causes of Mark’s condition. 


        
         (2 marks)

(c) (i) Explain how Mark’s condition makes it unlikely that he will be able to walk normally.

(3 marks)

(ii) Outline one other likely effect of Mark’s condition on his abilities.                             (2 marks)

(d) Describe and evaluate one type of provision which could be made for Mark’s education.

(6 marks)

3. Shami is 22 years old and has cerebral palsy. She is at university, training to be a librarian. Her speech is slurred and difficult to understand. She also has difficulty in controlling her hand movements.

(a) Describe one way in which cerebral palsy is caused and explain how it leads to one of the symptoms mentioned above.

(4 marks)

(b) Give two other symptoms of cerebral palsy.

(2 marks)

(c) Suggest two appropriate aids for Shami and explain how each might make life easier for her at University. (You may need your textbooks for this one if you have made no additional notes).

(6 marks)

4. When Rita was born, a section of nerve tissue was protruding from her back.

(a) (i) Name the condition which fits the description of Rita.

(1 mark)

(ii) Suggest one likely cause of Rita’s condition.

(1 mark)

(b) Name and describe one technique which could have been used to detect Rita’s condition before she was born.

(2 marks)

(c) Explain three ways in which Rita’s development is likely to be affected by her condition.

(6 marks)
5. (a) Describe the physical signs of spina bifida, and explain two effects it has on body functions.

(6 marks)

(b) Describe a test for detecting spina bifida before birth.

(2 marks)

(c) Spina bifida often leads to a learning disability. Describe two other causes of learning disabilities.

(4 marks)

(d) Explain the advantages and disadvantages of educating a child with spina bifida in a special school rather than in a mainstream school.

(8 marks)
