PRACTICE NURSE






INFO FOR JENNY
Typical work activities include:

· providing advice, consultation and information about a range of health conditions and minor ailments, referring to other members of the practice team as necessary; 

· performing investigatory procedures; 

· performing minor operations; 

· conducting first-registration checks; 

· setting up and running clinics for conditions such as asthma, diabetes and skin disorders as well as well-woman/man clinics; 

· giving contraceptive advice and fitting contraceptive devices; 

· offering cervical smear and pregnancy tests; 

· taking blood and urine samples, other specimens and swabs; 

· performing routine procedures, such as ear syringing, eye washing, applying and removing dressings, and treating wounds, etc; 

· offering specialist information and advice in areas such as blood pressure, weight control, smoking cessation, heart conditions, etc; 

· administering infant injections and vaccinations; 

· administering travel immunisations and offering travel health care advice; 

· offering first aid and emergency treatment, as required; 

· advising patients in respect of their continuing medical and nursing needs; 

· re-stocking and maintaining clinical areas and consulting rooms; 

· taking accurate and legible notes of all consultations and treatments and recording these in patients' notes; 

· updating/amending the clinical computer system with details of patient and treatments; 

· liaising with other practice nurses, GPs, reception and office staff. 

Typical work activities

Gaining the trust and confidence of each patient is an important role for nurses, as they have more continuity of patient care than other members of the medical team. 

Day-to-day pressures and duties will depend on your role, but they can include:

· preparing patient care plans; 

· implementing plans through tasks such as preparing patients for operations, wound treatment and recording pulse, blood pressure and temperature; 

· checking and administering drugs and injections; 

· observing and recording the condition of patients; 

· assisting with tests and evaluations; 

· carrying out routine investigations; 

· responding quickly to emergencies; 

· organising staff and workloads; 

· teaching skills to student and junior nurses; 

· monitoring functions, such as respiration; 

setting up drips and blood transfusions.
