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Trepanning is the oldest surgery known to man. It is basically boring, cutting, and scraping open holes in a human skull. It was practiced as early as 10,000 B.C. in Europe, South America, and some parts of Northern Africa.

Many trepanned skulls have been found, from the Egyptian, Greek, Roman, Eastern, Chinese, Indian, and African cultures. Historians think that holes were cut in the skull to cure headaches, treat brain disorders, let out evil spirits, or treat insanity. Scientists have evidence that people actually survived the surgeries and sometimes came back for many more!
In trepanned skulls, the bone began to heal and form new bone, so the patient lived after the procedure!  These surgeries were done without anaesthesia (deadening), probably while the patient was fully awake. Pieces of bone cut from the skull were carried as good luck charms for doctors.

Trepanning is still used today to relieve pressure on the skull in accidents where the brain swells. The tools have obviously changed over the years however!
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