Conflict of rights and ethical issues to consider… 

1. The rights of one person may clash with the rights of others; An older person becomes confused and wanders at night, repeatedly waking the neighbours. The neighbours demand action. Social workers offer the person residential care but the offer is refused. Whose rights should take precedence? 

2. Two rights which one person has conflict; A child reveals to a care worker that they are being abused and asks the care worker to keep it a secret. The right of confidentiality conflicts with the right to be protected from harm. What right is more important?

3. Cultural or religious values conflict; Jehovah’s Witness parents may refuse permission for their child to have a blood transfusion. Doctors would have to overrule the parent’s right to choice and religious beliefs if they want to treat the child. Would it ever be acceptable to agree with the parent’s wishes?

4. Practical decisions on resource allocation; Limited budget of health authority. Critically ill child needs very expensive treatment with a low survival expectancy. Should they do operation or should money be allocated to 100s of hip operations? Which is most important?

