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Year 8 Design Technology
(Textiles)
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(Short for Pug ugly)
Designer plush, a subcategory of designer toys, are soft, stuffed dolls created in limited quantities by artists and designers. Common designs include animals or fantastic human likenesses, although designer plush dolls often feature entirely unique character designs. Designer plush dolls are usually given names and personas, with their distinctive personalities described on their tags or in booklets included in their packaging.
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Module Objectives
During this module you will be able to do the following objectives. As you progress, tick each objective covered and what you feel your understanding of that module is.

	Session objective

By the end of this module I will be  able to:
	Covered
	(
	(
	(

	Use research techniques to generate ideas for a product.


	
	
	
	

	Use decoration techniques to  apply colour to your designs


	
	
	
	

	Use  cutting pinning  hand sewing  and machine sewing to create  a product


	
	
	
	

	Identify the main fibres and fabric types


	
	
	
	

	Plan a production sequence for the making of your product


	
	
	
	

	Develop an idea and make a pattern


	
	
	
	

	Carry out evaluations to suggest improvements for your product
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Fibres, fabrics and their uses

What are fibres?

The main fibres
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Fibre



Natural 


 Synthetic


What is a fabric?

Complete the table to show the 3 main fabrics, what they look like, what they do and what they may be used for.

	Fabric type


	Structure

(what it looks like)
	Properties

(what it does)
	Uses

(examples)

	Woven


	
	
	

	Knitted


	
	
	

	Felted


	
	
	


Plush toys have become increasingly popular as soft toys and also collectable items over recent years. You have been asked to design and produce a character which may appeal to teenagers and young adults. The Puggly must reflect either bad microscopic bacteria, fungi and viruses or good bacteria found in food products. 




Design Specification

A design specification is a list of criteria or bullet points indicating the features that must be included within the designs for a product. 

	Target market
	The Puggly should appeal to a wide target group including teenagers and young adults who may collect handmade crafts products. 



	Product
	The product will be a plush toy which reflects the theme of microscopic bacteria or viruses. 


	Size
	The toy must be no bigger than 28cm x 28cm.



	Fabrics 
	The toy should combine a range of knitted, felted and woven fabrics.

 

	Components
	You should ensure that any components used are safe and should not be hazardous to small children. 



	Decoration
	The toy should show at least 2 decorative techniques using both hand and machine skills.
 

	Manufacture


	 The toy will be produced as a one off product but the design should be suitable to manufacture in small quantities (batch production).




Research- Inspiration board
Before you design your ‘Puggly’ you should choose a range of images that will help you produce effective and creative ideas. Produce an inspiration board on bacteria. Some examples of drawings from the scientific illustrator ‘Ernst Haeckel’ are shown as a starting point. 






Developing design ideas
Draw your favourite design in box 1 then pass it on to 3 other people on your table.

They must draw your idea again with any changes they think could make it better.

	1


	2

	3

	4


 

Which one do you think is the best and why?


Discuss your ideas with consumers from your target group. Taking their ideas into account, produce a final design for your toy. You need to ensure it is coloured and annotated in detail.

Development- Making a paper pattern
Before you cut out your fabric you will need to plan and produce a series of paper patterns. You will use these as templates and pin them onto your fabric and cut around them. Your teacher will show you how to produce your pattern pieces by hand or using 2d design. Remember to include the seam allowances. 
Use this page to plan out your pattern templates or attach a copy of your pattern from 2d design onto this page. Add notes to help explain your work.
What do we mean by the term ‘seam allowance?’
Decorative samples
As part of the making process you may need to test out how you will add the decoration and how the Puggly will be constructed. Use these pages to attach your samples.  Add notes to remind yourself of the details such as stitch settings.
Construction samples
Production Diary

	What have I planned to do?
	What have I done?
	What changes did I make and why?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Testing your prototype
It is sometimes useful to gather feedback about your prototype before it is produced in bulk.  Ask 4 friends to feedback their opinions to you about your Puggly. 

You should aim to find out:

· The effectiveness of the overall shape and design

· The choices of fabrics used

· The overall finished quality of the Puggly






Evaluation
It is important that you can evaluate your own work. Using the questions below as a guide, write an evaluation of your skills, final outcome and organisation.

Did your Puggly turn out the way you thought it would? Explain the reason for this answer.
Did it match your design idea? Explain.
What changes did you make and why?
Did you find it difficult or easy to make? Explain.
Would you make any changes if you were to make it again? What? Why do you think this?
Evaluate the overall finished quality of the Puggly.  

What practical skills do you think you now need to practise or develop further?
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Notes
Notes
Fabric and Component list





A collection of recycled felted, knitted and woven fabrics in a range of colours which reflect your design. 





A range of components such as yarns, buttons, ribbons, beads to embellish your character.





Polyester toy stuff





































































































Design 1





Design 2





Design 3





Design 4





Photograph of my Puggly 























What I found out from carrying out this consumer testing.
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