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Health and Safety in the workplace

Within Europe and other developed countries. There are strict laws to make sure that people remain safe whilst at work. Also the products that they produce are safe for customers to use! This law is called the ‘Health and Safety Act’.
Just as you aware of keeping yourself safe whilst using equipment and tools in the classroom. Employers of textile workers are required by law to train and make sure that the people they employ understand the following things; -

· How to operate machinery safely (training is given by the employer to make sure workers understand how to use machinery. For example a sewing machine or a heat press)
· To wear protective clothing or goggles when using machinery or using dyes. 
· To wear protective clothing (for example an overall or hat to prevent hair from being entangled in machinery)
· To make sure that the worker keeps a clean and tidy work area (no bags or material on the floor, equipment put away correctly)
Consumer Rights
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The care of textile products depends on the fibre content and fabric finishes used.
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As a customer you also have the right to know that what you are buying is safe and does exactly what is described to you on the label.

Imagine buying a ‘waterproof’ jacket and it leaking whilst you were caught in a rainstorm. You would not be very happy!!!!
There are three laws that protect customer from buying faulty products. These are;-

	Type of legislation
	How it protects you
	Example

	Trade Descriptions Act
	Statements about the product must be true
	A 'waterproof' product must not let in the rain

	Sale of Goods Act
	The product must be of satisfactory quality
	The product must perform as expected, eg it should not fall apart after being worn only once

	Consumer Safety Act
	Nightwear Safety Regulations protect children between three months and 13 years old from fire hazards 
	Children's nightwear including threads and decoration must carry a permanent label to show that they meet the flammability standard


If anyone of these laws is broken by the shop or the manufacture, then you have the right to claim your money back and the company may be prosecuted for breaking the law!
Caring for a Textile product
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A care label on a textile product gives the customer useful information about the products maintenance. 

Good care labels provide details on: 

· Fibre content -a legal requirement (what it is made from for example a 50% Polyester and 50% Cotton)

· Flammability - a legal requirement for children's nightwear (is it made from a fabric which is flammable for example Acrylic)

· Standard care symbols- How to wash the item (see symbols below)
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Standard size- The size medium/large, size 10, 12, 14 etc…
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Other safety symbols
Other symbols are attached to products, these show the customer that the product has met standards of safety set out by European or British law. 

Advantages of an attaching approved label to a product;-

· It gives the customer confidence that the product is a good quality.

· The customer knows that the product is safe to use.

· The customer knows that the product has met strict standards.
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Using the table above. How would you care for this product and what other information does it tell you?


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Designers and manufacturers must identify and reduce any possible � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/design/textiles/" �hazards� in manufacture so products are safe for consumers to use. Products that may cause a hazard, such as a fire � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/design/textiles/" �risk�, must carry labels with � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/design/textiles/" �flammability� warnings.





In the case of some textile products (eg those used in extreme sports) fitness-for-purpose and quality of manufacture can be a matter of life or death.























Lion Mark





This is used on toys. It shows that the product has been tested and is safe for a child to use.





British Kite mark





The kite mark is applied to all products that meet British standards, such as fridges, toys, plugs, crash helmets. 





The European conformity mark





This means that the product has meet the European safety standards and can be sold throughout Europe.  






























































