Evaluation of Y8 Smart Project – Textiles (issued March 2006)

This was given to the pupils four weeks before Easter as a Homework Project.  I spent half a lesson going over the project brief and discussing Smart materials so that the pupils weren’t daunted.  I also broke the project down into chunks and explained to the pupils how they should go about doing it. The project needed to be challenging but not daunting.

At the beginning of all subsequent lessons I gave pupils the opportunity to raise any issues regarding the project, partly to keep it fresh in their mind.  I also gave names of Smart materials out to pupils (One each lesson) and discussed a little about it to help and encourage pupils to then go away and do some research. I hadn’t initially planned to discuss the project each lesson but soon realised that the pupils need encouragement and guidance when homework is given as a project.  Some pupils need the opportunity to use the classroom computers so the facilities were made at the end of lessons and during breaks.

I put the criteria for reaching specific levels on the homework sheet so that the pupils would know exactly what was expected of them in order to achieve those levels.

This also helped me when I came to marking the project as I knew exactly what to mark against and so coincidentally created a marking sheet.

The majority of the pupils did the project well. Some pupils lifted elements straight off the Internet without reading what they had copied and pasted.  A few pupils had ignored the efforts I had put into each lesson and produced very poor work.  But overall I was pleased with the level of work produced.  Homework projects are an excellent idea for a subject like textiles.  Pupils get much more out of it and marking a project doesn’t take much more time than a weekly piece of homework. 

Unfortunately I had finished my teaching practice before the projects were handed back to the pupils so I was not able to see their responses to given marks.

With a homework project like this also realised that it is important that pupils can approach me individually as some pupils do not like discussing their work in ear shot of others – particularly g&t and lower ability pupils.  They don’t want to hang back at the end of lessons so I needed to make myself approachable during lesson time when other pupils were working independently.

